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INTRODUCTION

Costa Rica is a tropical country with perfect environmental conditions to raise crickets, thus a possible creation of a large-scale cricket powder production hub Is seen as an
economic opportunity for the country. Although there is no tradition of entomophagy in Costa Rica, in the last years there have been some local private and public initiatives
alming to promote and develop an edible insect sector. The Museum of Insects, The National Research Centre for Food Science and Technology (CITA) of the University of
Costa Rica (UCR) and the Promoter of Foreign Commerce (PROCOMER) are the main public actors leading these efforts. A few entrepreneurs have started rearing and
selling edible insects and processed products, such as Grillos en Costa Rica, Costa Rica Come Insectos, CRIC and Gricket House (Bermudez-Serrano, 2020).

Main Research Question: Is it feasible to establish a large-scale cricket powder production in Costa Rica, in order to supply the growing international market?

The research was divided In 3 stages/questions:

Stage 1: What are the main market needs and production requirements related to cricket powder in the international supply chain?
Stage 2: Is the current cricket powder production in Costa Rica compliant to the market needs and production requirements?
Stage 3: What are the main opportunities and challenges of the local entopreneurial ecosystem?

MATERIALS AND METHODS O ——

Interviews to possible buyer, producers Qual'rtative Research
Action-research

approach

1 Facility Visit

Stage 1: 5 key informant interviews with possible cricket powder buyers, current industrial producers in Vietnam
and Thailand and sector experts + a visit to an industrial cricket powder production facility in Thailand (October O 2Brion 2020
23, 2019).

EVALUATION OF THE LOCAL CRICKET o—
POWDER PRODUCTION

Stage 2: 9 Interviews with entopreneurs, local entomologists and business experts in Costa Rica.

experts

EXPLORING THE CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES OF THE
ENTOPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEM

Workshop with stakeholders

Stage 3: 1-day stakeholders’ workshop in San Jose, Costa Rica on January 21, 2020, with a total of 23

participants of the local entopreneurial ecosystem.
Fig. 1. Overview of the field research
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Large-scale producing and exporting crickets in Costa Rica Is seen as a feasible project within 5 years. The country’s perfect weather conditions, its experience Iin the rearing
and commercialization of butterflies and the solid base of academia and support institutions would allow the development of an edible insect industry. Scaling the production is
the key challenge not only for being able to comply with the required demand but also to reduce the price and be more competitive in the international market. The creation of a
producer’s association, more research and training on edible insects and appropriate legislation are proposed as necessary strategies to achieve this goal.
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